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I can describe the location of the major upland and lowland areas within the UK. 90

I can describe the location of the major river systems within the UK. 91

I can define what the coast is. 92

I can describe and explain the different types of waves. 93

I can name and explain the four processes of erosion. 96

I can name and explain the processes of weathering. 95

I can name and explain the processes of mass movement. 94

I can describe the formation and sequence of coastal erosional landforms such as caves, arches, stacks, stumps, 

wave-cut notches, and wave-cut platforms. 98-99

I can explain, using an example, how erosion and deposition will impact people and the environment at the coast. 112-113

I can describe the processes of transportation in the coastal zone, including longshore drift, traction, saltation, 

suspension, and solution. 96-97

I can explain the reasons why sediment is deposited on the coast. 97

I can explain how depositional landforms, such as beaches, spits, and bars, are formed. 100-101

I can describe and explain methods of hard and soft engineering using an example. 106-109

I can evaluate the costs and benefits of hard and soft engineering using an example. 106-109

I can explain why people have different views about how the coast is managed and describe the conflicts this can 

cause, using an example. 112-113

I can identify coastal landforms on an OS map and use 4- and 6-figure grid references to locate them accurately. 105

I can describe how a river’s long profile and cross profile change along its course. 114-115

I can explain how vertical and lateral erosion changes the cross profile of a river. 116

I can name and explain the four processes of erosion. 116

I can describe the four processes of transportation in a river. 117

I can explain the reasons why a river deposits eroded material. 117

I can explain how interlocking spurs, waterfalls, and gorges are formed. 118-119

I can explain that meanders are formed by erosion and deposition. 120

I can describe an oxbow lake and explain how it forms from meanders. 120

I can explain how a flood plain, levee, and estuary are formed. 121
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I can use an example of a river valley to demonstrate my understanding of erosional and depositional landforms. 122-123

I can explain how physical and human factors affect the risk of flooding including precipitation, geology, relief, and 

land use. 124

I can explain what river discharge means and how it is shown on a hydrograph. 125

I can explain the factors that will increase or decrease river discharge. 125

I can explain how hard engineering can reduce the risk and effects of flooding. 126-127

I can explain how soft engineering can reduce the risk and effects of flooding. 128-129

Using an example I can explain: why the scheme was required, how the area was managed, and the social, 

economic, and environmental issues. 130-131

I can identify river landforms on an OS map and use 4- and 6-figure grid references to locate them accurately. 123

I can define a natural hazard and give examples of different types. 8

I can explain the different factors that affect risk. 9

I can describe the distribution of earthquakes and volcanoes. 10

I can explain the differences between destructive, constructive, and conservative plate margins. 12-13

I know the main features of an earthquake and two different ways of measuring earthquakes. 12-13

Using named examples of a tectonic hazard in a HIC and a LIC, I can: explain why the hazard occurred, describe the 

primary and secondary effects, and describe the immediate and long-term responses. 14-17

I can explain why earthquakes cause more loss of life in LICs. 14-17

I can explain why people continue to live in areas at risk of tectonic hazards. 18-19

I can explain how monitoring, planning, and prediction of tectonic hazards can reduce their effects. 20-21

I can describe the global atmospheric circulation model. 22

I can explain how the global atmospheric circulation model affects weather around the world. 23

I can describe the distribution of tropical storms. 24

I can explain the causes of a tropical storm. 25

Using a named example I can describe and explain the primary and secondary impacts of tropical storms. 28

I can assess and evaluate methods of responding to tropical storms in both the long and short term using a named 

example. 29

I can explain how tropical storms might be affected by global warming. 27

I can explain how monitoring, planning, and prediction of tropical storms can reduce their effects. 30-31

I can explain the cause of an extreme weather event using an example. 32-35

Natural Hazards



I can describe and explain the social, economic, and environmental impacts using an example. 32-35

I can identify evidence of the weather becoming more extreme using an example. 38-39

I can explain how extreme events can be managed to reduce the impacts. 32-35

I can assess and evaluate the impact that weather conditions have upon people’s homes, lives, agriculture, health, 

and transport. 32-35

I can explain the evidence both for and against climate change. 40-41

I can explain both the natural and human causes of climate change. 42-45

I can assess and evaluate the economic, social, environmental, and political impacts of climate change both on the 

world and the UK.

I can describe and evaluate the mitigation strategies used to reduce the impact of global climate change on a local, 

national, and international level. 46-47

I can describe and evaluate the adaptation strategies used to reduce the impact of global climate change on a local, 

national, and international level. 48-49

Using an example from the UK, I can explain the interrelationship within the natural system. 53

I can define and give UK examples of producers, consumers, decomposers, food chain, food web, and nutrient 

cycle. 52

I can explain the interdependence of each of the above and explain how changes might affect each other. 52-55

I can describe the distribution and characteristics of global ecosystems around the world. 56-57

I can describe the physical characteristics of tropical rainforests. 58-59

I can explain the interdependence of the climate, water, soils, plants, animals, and people in a tropical rainforest. 58-59

I can explain how plants and animals have adapted to the physical conditions of tropical rainforests. 58-59

I can describe and explain the changing rates of deforestation. 64

I can use a case study to explain the causes of deforestation including: subsistence and commercial farming, 

logging, road building, mineral extraction, energy development, settlement, and population growth. 60-61

I can use a case study to explain the impacts of deforestation including: economic development, soil erosion, and 

contribution to climate change. 62-63

I can explain the importance and value of tropical rainforests on a local, national, and international scale. 65

I can explain why it is important that tropical rainforests should be managed sustainably. 66-67
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I can explain how tropical rainforests can be managed sustainably using a range of methods: selective logging and 

replanting, conservation and education, ecotourism, international agreements about the use of tropical 

hardwoods, and debt reduction. 66-67

I can describe the physical characteristics of hot deserts. 68-69

I can explain the interdependence of the climate, water, soils, plants, animals, and people in a hot desert. 68-69

I can explain how plants and animals have adapted to the physical conditions of hot deserts. 68-69

I can use a case study to explain the opportunities for development in a hot desert including: subsistence and 

commercial farming, mineral extraction, energy development, and tourism. 70-71

I can use a case study to explain the challenges for development in a hot desert including: extreme temperature, 

water supply, and inaccessibility. 72-73

I can define and describe desertification. 74

I can explain the causes of desertification, both human and natural. 75

I can explain how desertification can be managed using: water and soil management, tree planting, and using 

appropriate technology. 76-77
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I can describe urban trends in different parts of the world comparing HICs and LICs. 148

I can explain some of the causes of urbanisation in different parts of the world making reference to LICs and HICs. 150

I can recognise the features of megacities. 151

I can explain why Rio is important nationally and internationally. 152

I can explain why and how Rio has grown. 152

I can explain, analyse and evaluate the opportunities in Rio including: access to services – health, education, access 

to resources – water supply, energy, and how urban industrial areas can promote economic development. 152 – 153

I can explain, analyse and evaluate the challenges in Rio including: managing urban growth – slums, squatter 

settlements, clean water, sanitation systems and energy, access to services – health and education, unemployment 

and crime, and managing environmental issues – waste disposal, air and water pollution, traffic congestion. 154 – 161

I can explain and evaluate how Rio can plan to improve the quality of life for the urban poor (use the examples in 

Favela Bairro and Rocinha). 162 – 163

I can explain why Bristol is important nationally and internationally. 166

Urban Issues and Challenges



I can explain why and how Bristol has grown. 166

I can explain the impact of national and international migration on the growth and character of Bristol. 167

I can explain, analyse and evaluate the opportunities in Bristol including: cultural mix, recreation, entertainment, 

employment, integrated transport systems, and urban greening. 168 – 173

I can explain, analyse and evaluate the challenges in Bristol including: inequalities in housing, education and 

employment, urban deprivation, dereliction of buildings, building on brownfield and greenfield sites, waste 

disposal, and urban sprawl on the rural–urban fringe and commuter towns. 174 – 181

I can explain, analyse and evaluate how Bristol has undergone regeneration (Harbourside / Temple Quarter). 182 – 185

I can explain features of sustainable urban living including: water and energy conservation, waste recycling, and 

creating green space. 186 – 189

I can explain how urban transport strategies are used to reduce traffic congestion. 190 – 191

I can describe the methods of classifying countries and use different development indicators. 194-195

I can evaluate the use of different development indicators. 196-197

I can use the Demographic Transition Model to explain the link between changing population structure and level of 

development. 198-201

I can explain the causes of uneven development: physical, economic, and historical. 202-203

I can explain the impacts of uneven development on people. 204-207

I can explain how the development gap can be reduced looking at: investment, industrial development and 

tourism, aid, using intermediate technology, fairtrade, debt relief, and microfinance loans. 208-217

I can use an example to show how tourism in an LIC (Jamaica) can help to reduce the development gap. 216-217

I can explain why Nigeria is important within Africa and internationally. 218-219

I can describe the political, social and cultural context of Nigeria within a world context. 220-221

I can describe the changing industrial structure within Nigeria. 224

I can explain how manufacturing can stimulate economic growth in Nigeria. 225

I can define a Transnational Corporation (TNC) using a case study. 226-227

I can explain the advantages and disadvantages of TNCs to Nigeria. 226-227

I can describe how Nigeria’s politics and trading relationships have changed over time. 222-223

I can describe what aid is and where it comes from using a case study. 228-229

I can explain what aid Nigeria has received and how it has impacted upon the country using a case study. 228-229

I can explain and evaluate the environmental impacts of economic development. 230-231

Changing Economic World



I can explain and evaluate the impacts of economic development on the population of Nigeria. 232-233

I can explain why deindustrialisation has occurred in the UK. 234-235

I can explain the advantages and disadvantages of the UK moving into the tertiary sector (post-industrial economy). 236-239

Using an example I can explain how modern industry can reduce its impact upon the environment and become 

more sustainable. 240-241

Using an example I can explain the social and economic impacts of population growth and decline on a rural 

landscape. 242-243

I can describe and explain the impact of transport developments in road, rail, port and airports. 244-247

I can describe the North–South divide in the UK. 248

I can evaluate and explain the strategies used to solve regional differences within the UK. 249

I can examine the global links made with the wider world through trade, culture, increased communication, 

economics and political groupings such as the Commonwealth and the European Union. 250-253

I can analyse the growing interdependence and globalisation of the UK in relation to its economy and politics. 250-253

I can describe global inequalities in the supply and consumption of resources. 256-257

I can explain how changing demand for food, water, and energy in the UK creates both opportunities and 

challenges. 258-263

I can explain how UK food supply has changed, including food miles, local sourcing, and the growth of agribusiness. 258-259

I can explain issues surrounding water demand, quality, and how supply is managed between areas of surplus and 

deficit in the UK. 260-261

I can explain how the UK’s energy mix is changing and the economic and environmental impacts of different energy 

sources. 262-263

I can explain why global demand for food is increasing and how this can lead to food insecurity and conflict. 264-265

I can describe global patterns of food supply and calorie intake, including areas of surplus and deficit. 264-265

I can explain the physical, economic, and political factors that affect food supply, such as climate, technology, water 

stress, and poverty. 264-265

I can explain the impacts of food insecurity on people and environments, including famine, undernutrition, rising 

prices, and social unrest. 266-267
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I can analyse different strategies used to increase food supply, including irrigation, biotechnology, and large-scale 

agricultural developments, with their advantages and disadvantages. 268-269

Using an example I can explain how a local scheme in an LIC or NEE increases sustainable supplies of food. 270-271
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I can explain how to choose a suitable geographical enquiry question or hypothesis.

I can explain how to select appropriate primary and secondary data sources and fieldwork locations, and how to 

identify and reduce potential fieldwork risks.

I can explain the difference between primary and secondary data.

I can explain how to select, measure, and record human and physical data using different sampling methods.

I can explain how to process and present fieldwork data using suitable graphical, visual, and cartographic 

techniques.

I can explain how to describe, analyse, and interpret fieldwork data, including using statistics and identifying 

anomalies.

I can evaluate a geographical enquiry by assessing limitations, reliability, and suggesting improvements for future 

investigations.

Fieldwork


